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Dear IFC Church Family,  
Greetings in the name of Je-
sus Christ. May His Grace and 
Mercies be with you all. 

We have begun the new year 
2020, in the middle of winter with 
warm blessings and promises of 
God. His promise is to ‘grant peace 
to our borders and satisfy us with 
the finest of wheat’ (Psalms 
147:14). God’s Plan for His people 
is always the BEST. He gives the 
best and comforts us. God proved 
His faithfulness to the Israelites by 
providing for them all through the 
wilderness. God gave them what 
they needed, what they asked for 
and blessed the land and their la-
bor. God will do the same for each 
one of us this year and satisfy and 
meet all needs  

God has been gracious to our 
church and church families to al-
low many blessed events.  God 
has enabled us to experience 
many fellowship activities. We had 
wonderful Thanksgiving celebra-
tions with a variety of physical, 
spiritual nourishment and wel-
comed new worshippers. Decem-
ber 2019 was filled with many joy-
ful carol-rounds, children’s Christ-
mas celebration, Choir songfest, 
Family carol singing, a festive 
Christmas service, watch night 
service and covenant Sunday. I 
thank all the families for your ac-

tive participation. May God bless 
each one of you. It’s really a de-
light to enjoy fellowship with IFC 
family.  

God’s promise is to provide for us. 
So, let us be a good flock. With 
the Psalmist we can declare 
The Lord is my shepherd, I lack 
nothing. He makes me lie down in 
green pastures,” Psalms 23:1-2. 
First, we set God as our Master for 
life. Second, we should understand 
His plans for us through scrip-
tures. Thirdly, we must follow in 
His footsteps to where He leads. 
We can appreciate His provisions 
and be comforted. Every new year 
we make resolutions. Let us 
prayerfully follow-through to keep 
them. God is faithful to accomplish 
in us, what He promises.  

Moving forward, we will soon enter 
into the Lenten season. Please 
plan to attend the special medita-
tions as you are able, for renewed 
strength in your spiritual journey. 
I invite you to make the Lenten 
season a valuable time in your 
walk with God; blessings will 
abound.  

I remember you all in my daily 
prayers. God bless you. 

In His Service, 
Isravel Jayaraj 

To proclaim, communicate the love and life-changing power of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ to the South Asian Community in the Washington DC metropolitan area. We desire to 
equip believers through discipleship, enabling them to evangelize to the nations of the world, 
support missionaries, help them be a part of God’s family and magnify His name. 

For church related  
information, please 

contact: 
admin.council@indiansfo

rchrist.org 

For pastoral care, 
please contact:   

Rev. Isravel Jayaraj  
Ph: (301) 920-4199 
Email: pastoral-
care@indiansforchrist.org 

Thiruchabai Thoodhan is 
a quarterly newsletter. 
Next issue– May2020. 
Please send your articles 
by April 25, 2020. 
editorial-
board@indiansforchrist.org 
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Meet the Newbies 

Tessa Elizabeth 
Born: October 27, 2019 
Parents: Christiana & Vineet 
Grand Parents: Vigila & Prem Harris 
Siblings: Nora Louise, Lucca David 

Arin Frreny 
Born: December 28, 2019 
Parents: Asha & Jine Dhason 
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Babies are bits of stardust blown from the hand of God 

Ropheka Yireh 
Born: January 6, 2020 
Parents: Sahana & Preaveen 
Siblings: Boanerges 

Anaya 
Born: February, 2019 
Parents: Rekha & Pradeep 
Grand Parents: Leena & Edwin Ponnuswamy 



4 

தி சைப த  

(Thiruchabai Thoodhan) 

     February 2020 

Worshiping @ 33, University 
Blvd. East 

Silver Spring, MD 20901 
301-920-4199

www.indiansforchrist.org 

Hardship has a natural way of moving us closer to God. When life is difficult, we tend to pray more, read 
our Bible more, and turn to God. But when life is good, we tend to forget God. This was God's warning to 
the Israelites when they were about to enter the Promised Land - "When life is good, don't forget Me!" 
Many of us can relate to this important truth! How can we remember to stay close to God in the good 
times too?   
Practical principles to help us not forget God when we are living the “good life”   

Be Grateful to God for all He’s Done 

1. In Deuteronomy 8:10, the Bible reminds us of the importance of giving God praise for all he has
done.
2. Praise is most often associated with music and worship, however, this particular Hebrew word for

“praise” literally means, “to bless as an act of adoration.”
i) One way that you show God adoration, is to be thankful for all He has done.
ii) Don’t take God’s goodness for granted. Praise Him and thank Him for everything.

Stay in The Word 

3. In Deuteronomy 8:11, the Bible reminds us of the importance of staying in the Word.
4. It is important to read the Bible so you won’t fail to observe His commands, Hs laws, and His de-

crees.
5. God’s laws are intended, not to spoil your fun or your life, but to save your life, which is why over and

over  again in the book of Deuteronomy, the people were instructed to obey God’s commands that it
might go well with them.

6. In Deuteronomy 8:12–14, the Bible reminds us of the importance of staying humble.
7. Abundance and affluence can be a two-edged sword, because not “needing” anything is both a good

and a bad thing!
8. Someone once said, “Humility is something we should constantly pray for, yet never thank God that

we have."

Remember Where You Have Come from and How Far God Has Brought You 

9. Deuteronomy 8:15–16 reminds us that we should be vigilant to remember where God has brought
us.
10. Moses reviewed the preceding forty years of wandering with the Israelites, and it’s important for us

to practice    this principle, too.
i) No matter how successful you become, you should never forget your roots or where you came from;

you should never lose sight of God’s grace and mercy along the way, because you did not get there
on your own.

ii) If you lose sight of what the Lord has done for you, you will become full of self-righteousness and
forget the Lord.

 Remember… everything you have and have accomplished Is by God’s Grace, not the 
result of your own capabilities and talents.  

When life is Good, do NOT forget God 
-by Philip Joseph  Source: Cornerstone Chapel. 
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A Little Girl’s Prayer Experience 
 Submitted by: Angeline Emanuel, as received through a prayer group. 

One morning, little Lily was saying the Lord’s prayer, as usual. All of a sudden, the Lord ap-
peared before her and they had a conversation.  

know. 
Yes, I know; but, have I got control of 

you? 
Well, I go to church. 

That isn't what I asked. You've really 
got a problem with your temper, you 

know. Then there's the way you spend 
your money -- all on yourself. And what 

kind of books you read? 
Wait just a minute! Stop picking on me! I’m 
just as good as some of the other people at 
church.  

 Excuse ME. I thought you were praying 
for my will to be done. For that to hap-
pen, it will have to start with the ones 
who are praying for. Like you, for ex-

ample. 

Oh, all right. I guess I DO have some hang-
ups Now that you mention it, I could proba-
bly name a few others. 

I could too! 
I haven't thought about it very much until 
now. I really would like to cut out some of 
those things. I would like to, you know, be 
really free. 

Good, now we're getting somewhere. 
Let’s work together, You and I. I'm 

proud of you. 

"Our Father Who art in Heaven"
Yes, my dear? 

Don't interrupt me, please. I'm praying. 
But -- you called on ME! 

Called you? No, I did not call you. I’m only 
praying. Our Father who art in Heaven. 

There -- you did it again! 
Did what? 
Called ME, your Father in Heaven". Well, 

here I am. What's on your mind? 
But I didn't mean anything by it. I was, you 
know, just saying my prayers for the day. I 
always say the Lord's Prayer. It makes me 
feel good, kind of like fulfilling a duty. 

Well, all right. Go on. 
Okay, ‘Hallowed be thy name.’ 

Hold it right there. What do you mean 
by "Hallowed be thy name"? 

It means . . . . . it means . . . good grief, I 
don't know what it means. How should I 
know? It’s just a part of the prayer. By the 

way, what does it mean? 

It means honored, holy, wonderful. 
Hey, that makes sense. I never thought 
about what 'hallowed' meant before. Thanks. 
‘Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in Heaven.’ 

Do you really mean that? 
Sure, why not? 

What are you doing about it? 

Doing? Why, nothing, I guess. I just think it 
would be kind of neat if you got control, of 
everything down here like you have up 
there. We're kinda in a mess down here you 
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A Little Girl’s Prayer Experience 

 

 
 

 

Forgive Ann.  Then, I'll forgive you; you’ll 

have settled the problem on your end. 

Oh, you know, you're right. You always are. And 

more than I want revenge, I want to be right with 

You…. (sigh) All right . . . all right ……. I forgive 

her. 

There now! Wonderful! How does that make 

you feel? 

Hmmmm. Well, not bad. Not bad at all! In fact, I 

feel pretty great! You know, I don't think I'll go to 

bed in a happy mood tonight. I haven't been get-

ting much rest, you know. 

Yeah, I know. But, you're not through with 

your prayer, are you? Go on. 

Oh, all right. ‘And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.’ 

Good! Good! I'll do that. Just don't put your-

self in a place where you can be tempted. 

What do you mean by that? 

You know what I mean. 

Yeah. I know. 

Okay. Go ahead. Finish your prayer. 

‘For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 

the glory forever.’ Amen. 

Do you know what would bring me glory --

what would really make me happy?  

No, but I would like to. I want to really please 

you now. I’ve made a mess of things. I want to 

really follow you. Oh, how great that would be! 

So, tell me . . .How can I make you happy? 

You just did, my child! 

  
 

Look, Lord, if you don't mind, I DO need to fin-

ish up with my prayer. This is taking a lot 

longer than it usually does. ‘Give us this day, 

our daily bread.’ 

You need to cut out the bread. You’re 

overweight, my child. 

Hey, what is this? Here I was doing my reli-

gious duty, and suddenly you break in, and re-

mind me of all my hang-ups. 
  

Praying is a dangerous thing. You just 

might get what you ask for. Remember, 

you called! Me. So here I am. It's too late 

to stop now. Keep praying.  

I'm scared to. 

Scared? Of what? 

I know what you'll say. 

Try Me, Lily. 

‘Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 

sin against us.’ 

What about Ann? 

See? I knew it! I knew you would bring her up! 

Why, Lord, she has told lies about me and 

spread rumors. She never paid back the stuff 

she owes me.  I've sworn to get even with her! 

But your prayer --What about your prayer? 

I didn't -- mean it. 

Well, at least you're honest. But, it's quite 

a load carrying around all that bitterness 

and resentment isn't it? 

Yes, but I'll feel better as soon as I get even 

with her. Boy, have I got some plans for her! 

She'll wish she had never been born. 

No, you won't feel any better. You’ll feel 

worse. Revenge isn't sweet. You know 

how unhappy you are --Well, I can show 

you how to change that. 

You can? How? 
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FEB. to APR. 2020   IFC   CALENDAR 
  
     
     Wednesday, Feb. 26, 8:00 pm   -   Ash Wednesday  
 

Friday, February 28, 8:00 pm   -   1st Friday Devotion  
 
 

Friday, March 06, 8:00 pm     -   2nd Friday Devotion 
 

  Friday, March 13, 8:00 pm    -   3rd Friday Devotion 
 

  Friday, March 20, 8:00 pm    -   4th Friday Devotion 
 

  Friday, March 27, 8:00 pm    -   5th Friday Devotion 
 

 

 Friday, April 03, 8:00 pm     -   6th Friday Devotion 
 

 Thursday, April 09, 8:00 pm  -   Maundy Thursday service 
 

 Friday, April 10, 6:30 pm     -   Good Friday service 
 

 Sunday, April 12, 6:00 am   -   Easter: Communion service 
 

*  *  *  * 


