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Greetings, in the name 
of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  

God has blessed and car-
ried us into the New 
Year, 2017.  Our Lord 
has promised to “be with 
you till the end of this 
age” (Mat. 28:20). May 
this assurance remain 
with and strengthen each 
and every member of our 
IFC family. Looking back, 
2016 had truly been a 
blessed year in which we 
welcomed many new-
borns into the IFC family. 
God has preserved our 
families through sick-
ness, all kinds of weak-
nesses, sorrow and pain. 
Let us give all glory to 
our God Almighty. 

God has called us to be 
one body in Christ; we 
have a direct relationship 
with God as well as our 
fellow Christians. As your 
spiritual leader, I strive 
to bring the connection 
of mind, body and spirit 
of the individual as well 
as the community into a 
healthy partnership. I 
firmly believe God is 
still speaking through 
His living and enduring 
word, because we “have 

been born anew, not of 
perishable but of imper-
ishable seed… like living 
stones, let (us) be built 
into a spiritual house.” (I 
Pet. 1:23, 2:5) I recog-
nize that our growth 
must be a collaborative 
effort. God continues to 
bless us with the realiza-
tion of our talents that 
would enhance our con-
tributions towards an 
honorable world. 

In the year 2016, Indi-
ans For Christ saw a lot 
of special activities, such 
as the Harvest Festival, 
‘Love came down’ con-
cert, Christmas Carol 
rounds, Christmas enter-
tainment program, Carol 
service, Christmas ser-
vice, Junior Bible Quiz, 
Teen Bible Quiz, Sunday 
school outreach, New 
Year service and Cove-
nant Sunday service, be-
sides weekly Sunday 
worship. I thank each of 
you for actively partici-
pating in them and be 
benefitted. God bless you 
as you continuously wit-
ness for Him.  

As the snow covers the 
earth, let the blessings of 
God cover each one of 
us. We will soon be ob-
serving Lenten devo-
tions, undertaking in-
reach and outreach min-
istries. Let us prepare 
ourselves and get totally 
involved and bring new 
families to Church. 

Let us grow our faith  

towards the brilliance of 
God’s Holy Light. Let us 
dedicate ourselves and 
our community’s togeth-
erness to “press on to-
wards the goal for the 
prize of the heavenly call 
of God in Christ Je-
sus.” (Phil. 3:14) To do 
that, we need to be unin-
terruptedly connected 
with Christ.  

It is my prayer that you 
will be able to join us for 
the services, meditations 
and prayer sessions in 
the coming months. 
Please know that you are 
always welcome to join 
us for worship. 

In His Service, 

Isravel Jayaraj 
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Missions report 

 

1) Gospel Echoing Missionary Society (GEMS):   

Our Missionary: Shajila Norton (husband Benjamin  Norton, & 2 daughters) 

Place of Ministry: Patna, Bihar 

Praise Points: 

We praise for His mercy on us to do the ministries, and for safety during ministerial journeys. We thank 
God for blessing the convention meetings in Devariya and Kutavna. Praise God for the participation of 
800 people in the Gospel meeting of Madubani. We were also encouraged by the visit of servants of God 
from Shivkasi and Chennai. 

Prayer Points: 

 

2) Gospel Partners Movement (GPM): 

Name of the missionaries: Mrs. Sumitraben & Rev. Ananda Gahale 

Place of Ministry: Ahwa & Subir, Gujarat. 

Praise points: 

 Praise the Lord for Kamleshbhai Ziperbha from Gavdahad village who was lost, but safely returned 
after the family came to Church for prayer.  

 Praise God for the healing of Savliben from Burthade village who was suffering from joint pain, loss of 
appetite and weakness.   

 We praise the Lord for saving Ganeshbhai’s child, bitten by a snake.  

 Praise God for healing Nileshbhai of Hadol village who was suffering from body pain, burning sensa-
tion and unable to take food.   

Prayer points: 

 

 Pray for:  

+ the forthcoming ministries  

+ the spiritual growth of the stu-
dents 

+ the ministries of our zonal 

+ that the Lord’s helping hand be 
with us  

+ the spiritual growth of our be-
lievers  

+ the blessing of all our fields  

+ the divine peace and blessing 
be increased in every family of a 
believer  

+ the progress in ministry of chil-
dren and youth in the church 

+ the strengthening of believers 
who heard the message of God. 

+ our family’s health, children’s 
studies, and divine protection. 

Pray for: 

+ the steadfastness of believers of Gavdahad church. 

+ construction of church in Zaran village. 

+ Amitaben Kanubhai married for ten years, to be blessed with a child.  

+ the warding of evil spirits from Kanubhai. 

+ Ramilaben from Lahankedmal, curtailed from pain in her legs and hands. 
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3) Friends Missionary Prayer Band (FMPB): 

Praise points: 

Prayer points: 

 

4) Mission to Asia: 

Our Missionary: Mr. Komal. 

Place of Ministry: Bara and Chanju in Srinagar, Kashmir.  

Praise points: (* = name altered) 

 Prayer points: (* = name altered) 

 Shara* has started to listen to the Gospel.  

 In post counseling sessions, many youth com-
mitted that they won’t turn to violence.  

 Sayeed, injured during lathi charge, accepted 
the Lord after repeated visits by our staff. 

 A temporary tuition centre was conducted by 
our staff from August 8 to 29, 2016, to cover 
the missed lessons, as the schools were closed 
due to unrest.   

 

+ Pray for Master Mashi Malto suffering from TB 
and various diseases. 

+ Pray for proper electricity and water facility for 
the Rajmahal children Home at Belbadari. 

+ Pray for new missionaries and volunteers to cope 
with new environment and language. 

+ Pray for Youth Transit Centre to function effec-
tively. 

+ Pray for the Pastor, church elders and backslide 
believers. 

+ Pray for our local staff- Manuel and family, David 
and family; they do not have child, after 6 year of 
marriage. 

+ Pray for the growing pressure and challenges. 

+ Pray for God’s protection on the children and 
caregivers in the season of challenge. 

+ Pray for good road to be constructed from our 
Miracle Girls home to Talbadia Chowk. 

+ Pray for wedding alli-
ance of Ms Kaur 

+ A Muslim person has 
threatened our   worker 
since he is not joining 
them in the guerrilla at-
tacks. Pray for his safety 
and wisdom to answer 

them properly. 

+ Pray for the youth as 
drug addiction is increas-
ing. 

+ Pray for the employ-
ment and inner peace of 
Bhat, Malik and Khan. 

+ Pray for the healing of 
Bhat. His eyes got in-
jured during the pro-
tests. 

+ Pray for the counseling 
sessions with Shereen*. 
She is going through dif-
ficult times. 

+ Pray for Ashpreet, a 
mentally challenged child 
who joined the tempo-
rary  tuition Class. Pray 
for Ashpreet’s mother as 
well, as she has frequent 
nose bleeds. 

   

 Praise God for safe child birth 
of one of our project staff. 

 Praise God for healing Abra-
ham Malto from severe stom-
ach pain. 

 Praise God for enabling district 
malaria officer Dr. Vijay Hans-

dak to visit our project at Pan-
theni who promise to provide 
sufficient medicine from Gov-
ernment. 

 Praise God for the opportunity 
for all our development mis-
sionaries in Eastern Zonal 
(Compassion Aided project) to 

participate in family spiritual 
retreat at Jaigaon.  

 Praise God for the one day 
spiritual program for children. 
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Missions supported by IFC 

 

5. Vishwavani  

Our Missionary: Shukkarbhai  Vasava   

Place of Ministry: Utewa village in Surat, Gujarat. 

Language Group: Gamit, Chaudhari. 

Praise points: 

 Praise God through prayer Nehalkumar has healed from the pain on his cheek. 

 Praise God for the mission work in new places. 

 God has healed Sajuben from having constant headache. 

Prayer points: 

6) Indian Missionary Society (IMS): 

Our Missionary: Mr. Yovan Jebaraj (wife Packiathai, and daughters – Giftlin and Caroline) 

Place of Ministry: Pala Konda in Andra Pradesh. 

 Pray for the new converts to grow in Christ 

 Pray for sick people to get health 

 

7) National Missionary Society (NMS): 

Our Missionary: Ms Sarah Targain 

Place of Ministry: Assam lingzey (Gangtok) in Sikkim 

+ Praise God for the new believers. 

+ Praise God for the new church construction.  

+ Pray for the missionary family and their work. 

+ Pray for Sameera*, a child in the tuition class. 
She was mentally affected when she saw the police-
men walking inside her house and cornering her 
mercilessly in the middle of the night. 

+ Pray for children of tuition class– Khan, Noor, 
Malik, Taku*, Taibu* 

+ Pray for Sayeed and Khan, who were injured in 
lathi charge.  

+ Pray for the family of Mrs. Sumeet Kaur, who 
died of cancer.  

+ Pray for the stone pelters during strikes- drug 
addicts who are paid Rs 500 per day for stone pelt-
ing.   

+ Pray for Pushpaben suffering from kidney stone. 

+ God to show His Marcy on Reenaben who is suf-
fering from chronic back pain. 

+ Church members to grow in number and grow 
spiritually. 

+ Pray for ministry’s need for musical instruments- 
Casio, Amplifier. 

+ Pray for the village to have RCC Road, a well, 
hand pump for drinking water, electricity, dispensa-
ry and school. 
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Missions supported by IFC 

 

8) Sri Lanka Orphanage: 

Our Contact: Rev. Balanathan – Calvary Evangelical Church, Trincomalee, Sri Lanka. 

Children supported:  Alaxshini, Gayathri, Jancy, Logini, Nathiya, Prasanthan, Subashini, Sujanthy, 
Suthakaran, Tharsi. 

Prayer points: 

+ God would lead, and give wisdom to our children, 
believers and Pastor. 

+ Children need computer for their study purpose.  

 

+ Church need sound system and other Instru-
ments  

+ Give strength to fulfill the will of God in His min-
istry. 

IFC Weekly Events 

Teleconference Prayer 

Tuesday at 9:00 PM 

Dial in Number: (641) 715-3605 / 

Access Code: 403378  

Teleconference Bible Study 

Wednesday at 8:00 PM 

Dial in Number: (641) 715-3605 / 

Access Code: 403378 

IFC Monthly Events 

Fasting Prayer 

Second Saturday at 10:00 AM 

Intercessory Prayer  

First Friday 8:00 PM 

Missions Prayer 

Third Friday 8:00 PM 

Sunday Worship 

at 3:00 PM 

33,University Blvd East, Silver Spring, 

MD 20901   
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non-IFC faithful fami-
lies who sponsored 
generously for the 
event and congratula-
tions to the winners. 
Whenever team faced 
with challenges during 
these days there was 
someone coming up 
with resolutions in-
cluding sponsorship. 
Without each one of 
your prayers and con-
tributions this would 
not be possible. This 
is indeed a spiritual 
and personal learning 
experience for me. 

                  Vijay Alan 

The LORD has done 
this, and it is marvel-
ous in our eyes (Psalm 
118:23). What felt like 
a herculean, intimidat-
ing and daunting task 
of coordinating IFC's 
2016 Thanksgiving 
event flew by success-
fully with no hassle!! 
I'm still looking back 
in awe on marvelous 
ways of how God 
brought together a set 
of unfamiliar team and 
unfamiliar activities to 
coordinate the event. 
With leap of faith and 
belief, our team 
worked together with 
one goal of completing 
the tasks in hand. It is 
yet another testimony 
of "He performs won-
ders that cannot be 
fathomed, miracles 
that cannot be count-
ed (Job 9:10)".  

 

When the coordination 
task was handed over 
to me, with reluc-
tance, my first request 

to God was "Kadavule, 
Let this pass too quick 
from me. I don't know 
what to do and why 
you choose me at this 
time especially when I 
have challenges at 
office".  What hap-
pened after that is a 
testimony of God’s 
way of operation as all 
my office priorities 
reduced allowing time 
for coordination. First 
time my phone calls 
increased drastically 
allowing someone to 
probably monitor it 
but on the bright side 
my little princess 
started to pronounce 
regular caller names 
(unanimous winner – 
Prabhu!!). The eager-
ness and willingness 
of members to extend 
their hands, provide 
guidance and enor-
mous amount of ener-
gy is no doubt of 
God’s inner works. 

My heartfelt thanks to 
each and every one in 
IFC family including 



7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



8 

 

                                                        Radha Arunkumar 

By the grace of God, Sunday School classes started in September with approximately 50 children.  IFC 
Sunday School team had a fun filled, Christ centered Christmas season. We had our first ever Sunday 
School gift exchange program and we also had a craft session.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Children displayed their talents in singing, dancing, acting, 
playing musical instruments with their active participation in 
the Christmas program along with the choir.  

We hope our children have learned the 
joy of giving.   

 Children participated in Operation 

Christmas Child Shoe Box Pro-

gram.   

 On December 24, 2016, Sunday School children and par-
ents joined together to bring the joy of Christmas to the 
sick and elderly at the Alder Woods Rehab center.  
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Who Are You? 

By Sarah Martin 

Who are you, again? 

Who are you to say that I can’t do it? 

Who are you to say that I am unloved? 

Who are you to say that I am useless? 

Who are you, again? 

Who are you to say that it’s not possible? 

Who are you to say that it’ll never happen? 

Who are you to say that it’ll never work? 

Who are you, again? 

Who are you to say that people will never change? 

Who are you to say that things can never get better? 

Who are you to say that the world will forever live in darkness? 

Who are you, again? 

Who am I, you ask? 

I am a child of the living God, 

A disciple of the Savior of the world, 

I am the salt, the light, the city on a hill, 

Fueled and flavored by Jesus, the true Light. 

Who is He, you ask? 

He is the Prince of Peace, the embodiment of love, 

With whom all things are possible; 

He is the most powerful being in the world, 

Yet loves me anyway, and listens to my prayers; 

He is omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent, 

The Mighty One, the Messiah, the Teacher above all teachers; 

He is Abba father, Yahweh, Adonai, 

My best friend, my Redeemer, and my constant support. 

So...who are you, again? 

New Year, New 

Promise Card 

A reflection by 

Sangeetha Noble 

On the very last day of every year, I look 

forward to receiving a brand new Promise 

Card. A special verse that will stay with 

you in the upcoming New Year. As a little 

girl, I did not understand the significance 

of these verses, I just thought it was a 

tradition. At approximately 12:05 AM on 

January 1, 2017, I picked a card or rather, 

a bible bookmark with a verse: 

“Remember these, O Jacob, And Israel, for 

you are my servant; O Israel, you will not 

be forgotten by me!” Isaiah 44:21.  

At first, only the last part of that verse 

spoke to me but as I sat down and reflect-

ed on the entire verse, it struck me. I re-

placed Jacob with my name and read it 

again and it became my personal mes-

sage. God tells all of us to be his disciples, 

to work for his glory and kingdom alone. I 

resonated with the verse even more be-

cause, no matter how old you are, work 

for God can be done. Growing up in IFC 

has taught me that as well. I’ve learned to 

never, no matter what the situation is, 

give up on having faith in God and doing 

what he has called us to do. So, this year, 

as I carry this verse in my heart, I remind 

myself to be God’s servant, all the time, 

and also remember that I will never be 

forgotten by the one who truly matters. 
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By Jacinth Joseph 
It’s February, the month of Valentine’s day. One cannot help, but ponder 

upon the various dimensions of God’s love. 

One of the attributes of love is expectation- the expectation of the wife, who 

is crying quietly at the breakfast table, looking through the corner of her eye 

to see if her husband has noticed her yet. Or the expectation of the hus-

band, who savors his cup of tea, to make sure that his wife added “his” 

unique amount of sugar while also serving the rest of the family and guests. 

Man yearns for love and seeks to find proof of love in all things, big and 

small. 

Look at the example of Abraham’s life. God leads him out of the land of Ur of 

the Chaldeans, without telling him where He would lead him. Abraham 

proves his trust and obedience by following God. Sarah is barren throughout 

her reproductive life and then God promises to give them a child.  Abraham 

proves his faith in God by believing His promise. Then God asks Abraham to 

sacrifice Isaac on a mountain in Moriah. God yearns for Abraham to prove 

that he loved Him more than everything. God most likely never intended to 

accept Isaac as a sacrifice. At the climax of Abraham’s demonstration of un-

selfish love, God gives Isaac back to him. He is not only a God who yearns 

for man’s love, but also a God who loves man enough to understand his 

deepest longings, desires, fears, needs… and his love. 

God loves mankind, but more wonderful to me is the thought that He loves 

me. It never fails to fascinate me that this God of the universe- who is from 

everlasting to everlasting, who created the world with His word, who can 

make the sun stand still and the sea cleave- should yearn for my love. He 

gave His only begotten Son for me, before knowing that I would appreciate 

His sacrifice or love Him. He demonstrated His unconditional love for me. 

How can I demonstrate my love for Him?  
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Please share your comments and ideas with editorialboard@indiansforchrist.org 

Ash Wednesday March 1, 2017 8:00 PM TO 9:00 PM 

Friday 1 March 3, 2017 8:00 PM TO 9:00 PM 

Friday 2 March  10, 2017 8:00 PM TO 9:00 PM 

Friday 3 March 17, 2017 8:00 PM TO 9:00 PM 

Friday 4 March 24, 2017 8:00 PM TO 9:00 PM 

Friday 5 March 31, 2017 8:00 PM TO 9:00 PM 

Friday 6 April 7, 2017 8:00 PM TO 9:00 PM 

Palm Sunday April 9, 2017 3:00 PM TO 4:45 PM 

Maundy Thursday April 13, 2017 8:00 PM TO 9:00 PM 

Good Friday April 14, 2017 6:30 PM TO 9:00 PM 

Easter Sunday April 16, 2017 6:00 AM TO 7:45 AM 

Thiruchabai Thoodhan is a quarterly publication.  

Articles in Tamil or English are welcome. 
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